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The Gentleman's Director; 


Being a conciſe ſet of RULEs for Dreſſing 
GENTLEMEN's HAIR, calculated to 
inſtruct thoſe who have never learned, as well 
as aſſiſt others who have formerly been taught, 
and may have forgot that uſeful Art. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


FF we peruſe the hiſtoric page, we find 

that in all ages, from the remoteſt p-riods 
of antiquity to th: pr ent time; and in every 
ſtate of human ſcieiy, from the rudeſt and 
moſt ſavage to the molt refin'd and luxurious, 
the Creſs or decoration of the hair has been 
the ſubj-& of much attention, and, in ſome 
meaſure, the teſt of national taſte and re- 
finement, It would excced the Jimis of 
this ſhort introduction to evpatiate on its 
general wility, althy' it might well de— 
ſerve ihe attention of the hiſtor an and phi— 
loſopher, to trace the hiſtory and inveſtigate 


the cauſe of this uxzverzal cultom of dreſſing 
the 
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INTRODUCTION. 
the hair. But the following pages being 


chiefly intended for deficient practitioners, 
the author has purpoſely avoided all unne- 
ceſſary or ſcientific diſquiſuions, which would 
greatly add to the number of pages and in- 


creaſe the price. 
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To Comb out the Long Hair or Queue. 


& Þ AK E the hair in the hollow of your left 


hand, which you muſt keep cloſe down on 
the back or ſhoulders of the perſon you are dref- 
ſing, and ſtanding at arms length from him, bend- 
ing vourſelf a little forward, and letting your joints 
yield and move eafily ; begin near the points of 
the hair, combing it firſt from above aud then 
from below, and advancing upon the uncombed 
part, by degrees on each fide, until you have got 
the whole perfectly clear—Your ſtrokes with the 
comb ſhould be ſhort, quick and eaſy, always 


avoiding thoſe long ſtrokes or fetches, which would 
torture the head and pull off the hair. 


To Comb out the Toupee and Curls, 


Take the hair between the fore and middle 
finger of your left hand, the other two fingers 
ſupporting it, and your thumb ſtretched out by 
itielt, that it may be out of the way of the comb; 


then 
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Ex #4 


then comb the hair quick and exſy over your fore 
finger, beginning neur the roots, and proceed g 
gra ſually towards the points; then p effing your 
thumb upon your o e-finger bring the frize down 
from the root towards the back part of your fin— 
gers, and ſtretching out you. thumb. comb it over 
your fore-finger in the ſime manner as before, and 
ſo on till the whole is entirely combed our, Next 
you muſt ca efully divide the toupce and cu from 
the back hair, and, in caſe ir is a p'n'd cuil, the 
curls from the toupee, «vbſer ing that the hair 
forming in the face a peak or angle about an inch 
above the fore part of the ear belongs to the tou- 
pee, and all the hair under that peak to the curl. 
After you have divided the ha.r, put a friſe in the 
root of the curls, ad iu u them back behind the 
ears to keep them out of the way while cu are 
Papering Or curling the toupee. and 'Y ing the J "mg 
hair cloſe to the head to ke.p it out of the way, 
Proceed 


To Curl the Hair. 


Begin at the right fide of the head to paper ot 
curl with toupee irons, it is not material whether 
at the flo t or back part of the roupee, but the 
author would recommend beginning ar the mont 
ot all feather toupces, and at the back part of ſuch 
as are long and thick, lift the har immediately 
above the right curl with you: comb in your leit 
hand and toupee irons in your 1ight, ubierviug 10 
keep the ſolid round part of yuur twuwpee 1ons 
innermoſt or next the head, be careful to catch 


the points of the hair, othel wile it will never crels 
well, 
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well, then roll your toupee irons cloſe down to the 
bead, bu! not ſo as to give any pain, at the ſame 
time applying the fingers and thumb of your I-ft 
han. to» the hair thus rull'd up, by which means 
you will teel the heat with vour fingers as ſoon as 
the perf'mn you are dieffhing will, and in taking out 
your toupes irons, you mult tart: them one half or 
quaiter backwards, then wuh your little finger 

ils open the under part of the irons a little, and 
br m -ving them gently they will eaſily come out: 
and , on through the whole toupee. If you find 
it neceffary to turn the curls it will he proper to 
put a pin into each of them immediately after ex- 


tracting the irons, otherwile it will have very little 
eff. ct. 


To Tye the Hair. 


After looſing the long hair, and running your 
comb twice or thrice th ough it, if you mean to 
thicken or fill it well, you muſt divide it into two 
or th ee parts— Firſt dividing the hair into two, 
the ſmalleſt quantity undermoſt, lay the upper 
diviſi m over the cruwn of the head, then run your 
comb once through the under part, take ſome po- 
matum, and, when little more than half worked 
in your hands, put it carefully in at the roots of the 
hair, tarough which you will run the wide end of 
your comb again to open it, and taking ſome pow- 
der in your right hand, lay hold of the hair with 
your left, about ſix inches diſtant from the head, 
and holding it up a little, put the powder in cloſe 
to the roots of the hair, opening it at the ſame time 
with your fingers to receive the powder ; then _ 
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the wide end of your comb through the hair, and 
\ lifting the hair wich your left hand conficerably 
higher than the roots of it, ſhake it up gently to 
return the powder which was carried towards the 
points of the hair by the laſt ſtroke of your comb, 
which you mult repeat till the hair 1s properly 
mixed with powder, uſing powder and pomatum 
as often as you {ce neceflary ; then taking that part 
of the hair which was laid over the crown of the 
head, and running y ur comb once through it 
ſeparate and fill it in the ſame manner as the other 
Part, until the whole is compleatly filled or thick- 
ened ; then holding the hair very ſteady in your 
hand cloſe on the neck, after a ſlight ſtroke of your 
comb on each fide, tie it faſt. For a TWIST or 
PLaiT you muſt divide the hair into two or three 
parts, and run your comb through each diviſion, 
then take a little powder and pomatum, and after 


working them together in your hands, put a little 


gently upon the hair above the tye, and upon each 
diviſion or part of the hair, running them eaſily 
through your hands. 


To make a Twiſt. 


Croſs the right hand part over the left, which 
part you muſt convey under it with the fore-finger 
and thumb of your lett hand, and with the other 
three fingers lay hold of that part of the hair which 
was in the right hand, holding it down in the hol- 
low of the hand leaving the right hand entirely 
at liberty, one part of the hair being held by the 


fore-finger and thumb, and the other part by the 


other thiee fingers of the left hand; then with 
| your 
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your right hand take hold of that part of the hair 
that is between the fore-finger and thumb of the 
letr hand, and with the fore-finger and thun b of 
the left hand lay hold of that part which is helu by 
the other three fingers of the ſame hand, ſo that 
each hand is in the ſame pofition as at fiſt: And 
gu on in the tame manner to the points ot the hair, 
when you may make a ſhoit or long twiſt. as the 
gentleman you are dreſſing chuſes. Powder it im- 
mediately. 


To mate a Plait. 


After the hair is thoroughly comb'd, lift it up 
eafily in your hand, and ſeparate the ſhort hair 
from underneath the long hair, divide the ſhort 
har into two parts, and tie it caſily acroſs the roots 
of the long hair in oxder to prevent the powder 
fiom falling out or the hairs getting entirely looſe 
in the neck; but be ſure to avoid trying the hair 
cloſe down unleſs it be by particular dere. Then 
divide the long hair into three parts, and after run- 
ning yuur comb through each of them, apply your 
pomatum as in making a twiſt. Then take each 
fide part in the hollow of each hand, which you are 
to hold with the 2d, 3d, and 4th. fingers of each, 
that your fore-fingers and thumbs may be entirely 
diſengaged ; with the fore-finger and thumb of your 
left hand take hold of the middle part of the hair, the 
right hand part croſs'd over the middle part will come 
acroſs the thumb of your left hand, at the fame time 


lifting your middle finger from the hollow of your 


hand, lay hold of the part againſt the ball of the 
B thumb 
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thumb which the right hand has conveyed to the left ; 
then the right hand will be entizely diſengaged, one 
diviſion of the hair being held in the hollow of the 
left hand by the third and fourth fingers, anuther by 
the fore-finger and thumb, and the third diviſion, 
by the middle finger preſs'd againſt the ball of the 
thumb, and with your right hand take hold of the 
part held by the fore- finger and thumb of your 
left hand, and with the fore-finger and thumb of 
your right take hold of the part held by the mid- 
dle finger of your left hand againſt the ball of 
your thumb, the left hand pait croſs over the 
thumb of your right as before directed. Repeat 
this proceſs to the points of the hair, and then turn 
it up, putting in your comb for that purpoſe at the 
top of the head or where it may beſt ſuit. The 


hair may alſo be tied at the root for a plait as well 


as for a twiſt, and turn'd up or under at pleaſure, 
tied as a twilt, 


To Friſe the Toupee. 


Standing behind the perſon to be dreſs'd, begin 
to friſe at the left ſide of the head, and go regu- 
larly round to the right before you attempt to finiſh 
any part of it. Firſt, take hold of a ſmall quantity 
of the hair next the face immediately above the lett 
curl, between the fore and middle finger of your 
left hand, preſſing your thumb upon your fore- 
finger to hold the hair as faſt as you find neceſſary 
when friſing; keep your middle finger at the 
diſtance of one inch from the head or roots of the 
hair, which you are to hold almoſt upright at the 
front, gradually inclining backwards as you go on. 

Recover 
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Recover the hair from the roots every three or four 
ſtrokes of friſe, by running your comb through 
that part of it which vou hold in your fingers, to 
keep the hair clear from the roots and a proper 
quantity between your fingers. Be careful to join 
your friſing properly from left to right, and throw 
on ſome powder. Then ſtanding before, comb np 
the front hair ſtraight and recular, taking care not 
to comb out the triſe from the roots of the hair ; 
laying the ball of your left hand cloſe to the tace, 
the fingers and thumb being ſtretched over the 
hair, and ſo holding it caſily, fliſe the ſurface of 
the toupee lightly, all round, ant every three 
or four Rrokes, gently run the comb up again tle 
hairs to make the ſurface all regular, as above 
directed. It is neceſſary ſometimes to friſe in ſome 
hard pomatum round the front of the toupee, 
which may be done in the follo ing manner.“ 
Take ſome hard pomatum and work it a Lt- 
tle on the palm of your hand to ſofcen it, then 
rub the fine end of your comb once or twice upon 
the pomatum, but never fo as to take too much 
at once, run the fore-finger and thumb of your 
left hand once or twice along the teeth of your 
comb, taking care not to Kork the pomatum to an 
oil, and in caſe the hair wants combing up, uſe 
the wide en l of your comb fur that purpoſe, and 
then friſe in the pomaum. Then wich the wide 
end of your comb make up any dcficiencies that 
there may be by entering the teeth of it into che 
hair and raiſing the £rile, to the ſuiface. 


To 


To Dreſs the Curls. 


To dreſs the toupee with a looſe curl, friſe the 


hair down over the ear as low as it will admit or is 
neceſſary, and with the fine end of your comb 


drawn from under the hair ſrom the top of the ear 
to the points. 

To make the firſt curl begin at the front on the 
right fide, and comb the points of the hair gently 
over your fore-finger or two fingers, and at the back 
part of the left curl your toupee may be formed 
round, {qua e, or flat at the top. For a pin curl friſe 
the hair Kell with ſome pomatum at the roots, aud 
in caie the toupee comes over the roots, turn or puſh 
it up a little until you have applied powder and 
pomatum to the curls, and, betore you pin them, 
bring d wn the toupee and nearly finiſh it. Take 
the hair of the curl betwixt your fore and middle 
finger, which you may draw over it once or twice, 
which will lay the ſtarted haiis and {moothen the 
curl and ſtraight it from the roots, Keeping it clofe 
to tae face, and in the form you intend to pin it. 
Then bringing the fore and middle fingers of your 
lett hand within half, or three quarters of an inch 
of the points of the hair, lay the wide end of your 
comb flat on the ſecond and third fingers, ad- 
vancing a little on the hollow of your left hand, and 
force the teeth of the comb half, or entirely through 
the hair acroſs your fure-finger, your thumb 
laying ver to the lett fide out of the way. As you 
take out your fore-finger from the fold or middle 
of the hair, turn your comb and hand half round, 


upwards, and again with your foie- finger on the inſide 
ot 
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of the comb or next the head, catch faſt hold of 


the hair as before, from front to back, or back to 


front ; then, your comb being diſengaged, go on 
in the ſame manner bringing up the curl till it is at 
a proper height. Take your firſt hold with the pin 
cloſe to the face, two or three holds being ſuffi- 
cient, The great variety in the form of faces, and 
the difference of taſte in different people render it 
almoſt impoſhble to give fixed rules for the height, 
width or form of curls. But the following obſer- 
vations may aflit the judgment of the learner. A 
fu.l-taced gentleman ſhould have a large curl, a 
little ſmaller before than behind, ne.ther too high 
or too low, with a clean bold open front, that is 
the tore and back part turned up a little, the mid- 
dle dropping a curve. A long thin face requires a 
lage ſt.aight open curl, rather flat than otherwiſe, 
and dteſs'd low. For a little round face, dreſs the 
curls rather high, ſmall and cloſe at the front 
ſtanding out from the head, dropping in a ſemi» 
circular curve in the middle and rifing a little be- 
hind. A ſmall thin face ſhould have middle fized 
open ſtraight curls dreſs'd, neither high nor low. 


To finiſh the Toupee and Curls, 


Take ſome ſoft pomatum, and, after working it 
a little in your hands, draw the wide end of your 


comb once acrols the hollow of your left hand, and 


begin above the right curl by laying your hand, 
with the fingers extended over the ſurface of the 
toupee, and with your comb enter the. friſe and 
raiſe it up to the fingers of your left hand, ſo as to 
ſmooth and fill up all hullows or deficienctes in the 

ſurface 
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furface of the toupee, obſerving, after every two or 
three moves of your comb, to draw it acroſs the 
palm of your hand, ſo that each tooth of the comb 
may have a little pomatum on it; and the 

matum on your hand will at the ſame time 
ſmooth and fix the furface hair, and when regu- 
Jarly done will hold it firm, and retain the pow- 
der, which you muſt apply immediately and puff 
on lightly, When nearly half powdered, take 
your tail comb or pin, and raife up any hollows 
that remain, Then take ſome more pomatum on 
the palm of each hand and gently touch the hair 
all over with it, and if there are any Jooſe hairs az 
the curls, rub your tail comb or pin in the poma- 


tum on your hand, and with it lay hold of the 


Icoſe hair and ſtretch it out at full length over 
the curl, ſtroking it over the curl once or twice 
With the comb or pin; and then powder the hair 
all over equally, ſtanding at a proper diſtance, 
and throwing on very little at a time with a filk 
puff. If there are any flared hairs touch them 
cently with your down puff, and with it allo touc 

the back hair all the way down. | 


To Quene the Hair. 


Let the end you intend to make the knot of be 
left out under the firſt fold of the ribbon, which 
you will convey from right to left round the hair 
downwards fu ſt and then upwards, one edge of the 
ribbon covering the other. If the queue 1s not 
tight or hard enough, by holding the end of the 
ribbon with your teeth, with your hand, beginning 
at the end of the queue, roll or rather turn it round 

in 
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in your hand gently from the points to the roots, 
by which means you may make it as hard as you 
pleaſe, and holding the hair cloſe down in the neck 
all the while, tye the knot about half an inch from 
the hair and ſtraight in the middle of the queue. 
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